
2018 PSGSC Officer Election Ballot 
 
President 

Calli Anibas 
Greetings fellow plant scientists! Currently, I am a 4th year student 
in the DeLeon lab and look forward to the potential opportunity to 
serve all of you. I have experience with being on the PSGSC team and 
feel as though I could bring a steady knowledge base to help keep 
the council moving in the right direction to serve you! I find it 
important that we continue to strive to be the best community of 
young scientists that we can be through the numerous events held 
and supporting equality amongst all of our students. I would strive 
to hold events where all feel welcome and supported while sharing 
research and provide social interaction outside of research to equip 
each of you with the breaks and self care we sometimes forget to 
take when overwhelmed by research. I would work to be a liaison 

between students and our senior counterparts, both within the University  and the outside world 
of industry, to help foster and ignite connections and potential changes we may need as a 
graduate students. I would like to thank you for taking the time to cast your votes as we move 
forward into a new and sure to be exciting year! 
 

Madeline Olberg 
I am a second-year Ph.D. student in the Horticulture Department 
and PBPG program working on cold-tolerance in cucumber with Dr. 
Mike Havey. In my past, I served as the president of Cornell’s 
undergraduate horticulture club, as the president of Purdue’s 
horticulture department Graduate Student Association, and most 
recently as Horticulture Rep for PSGSC. These opportunities gave 
me ample experience in serving a diverse student body: planning 
events, organizing guest seminars, and orchestrating 
communication between administration and the student body. I 
have now come to know many of you in our impressive body of 
graduate students and I only hope to continue to get to know more 
of you, both personally and professionally. As president, I will speak 
up for the desires and needs of our graduate student body 

and continue to improve the cohesiveness of all departments and programs in Plant Sciences. I 
will work with the council to plan more social and academic events to encourage collaboration, 
communication, and cooperation among all graduate students across disciplines; And I will listen 
to all your needs to provide a community and atmosphere for success! 
 
 



Vice President 
Calli Anibas 

Greetings fellow plant scientists! Currently, I am a 4th year student 
in the DeLeon lab and look forward to the potential opportunity to 
serve all of you. I have experience with being on the PSGSC team and 
feel as though I could bring a steady knowledge base to help keep 
the council moving in the right direction to serve you! I find it 
important that we continue to strive to be the best community of 
young scientists that we can be through the numerous events held 
and supporting equality amongst all of our students. I would strive 
to hold events where all feel welcome and supported while sharing 
research and provide social interaction outside of research to equip 
each of you with the breaks and self care we sometimes forget to 
take when overwhelmed by research. I would work to be a liaison 

between students and our senior counterparts, both within the University  and the outside world 
of industry, to help foster and ignite connections and potential changes we may need as a 
graduate students. I would like to thank you for taking the time to cast your votes as we move 
forward into a new and sure to be exciting year! 

 
Kaija Goodman 

My name is Kaija Goodman and I am a fifth year graduate student in 
the Botany department. I study aspects of membrane trafficking in 
the plant model organism Arabidopsis thaliana using cell and 
molecular biology. Last year, I served as PSGSC's Botany 
representative. As such, I've been greatly involved in facilitating 
strong ties between Botany and the PSGSC, like continuing the 
newer tradition of PSGSC celebrity-hosted Botany social--Friday 
After Class. I'm committed to the greater goals of the PSGSC in 
facilitating professional and social events and helped launch the first 
Plant Science Olympics: Trivia Style. I believe that I can now advocate 
for the larger plant science community on campus as Vice President. 

I've participated in numerous outreach activities, including the Plant Science Merit Badge 
Workshop for Boy Scouts for the last two years and would be delighted to organize this event. 
Given the opportunity, I want to connect more plant science graduate students with new events 
such as Plant Prom, as well as to promote the wonderful on-going events for the plant sciences 
across campus. 

 



Kathleen Miller 
Hello Plant Scientists! I am a 3rd year PhD student in Plant 
Breeding and Plant Genetics program working on sweet 
corn and the genetics and biochemistry of the sugary 
enhancer1 gene with Dr. Bill Tracy. I think PSGSC is one of 
the most wonderful parts about being a grad student in 
Plant Sciences at UW-Madison. Having served as Agronomy 
Representative this past year, I have gained valuable 
experience and an appreciation for all the hard work that 
goes into planning all the fantastic events around campus. I 
want to continue PSGSC’s mission to plant sciences a fun, 
safe, supportive, and friendly community. As Vice President 

I would be an advocate for students, a community outreach leader with the Boy Scout merit 
badge workshop, and will promise to get even more churros at the 2018 symposium. Thanks! 

 
Katharina Wigg 

I’m Kat (Katharina) Wigg and I would like to be your Vice President for 
PSGSC in 2018. This is my second year in the Goldman lab studying 
resistance to Rhizoctonia solani in table beets. I enjoy working with other 
people to learn more about plants and move the sciences forward. I am 
dedicated to furthering the goals of PSGSC: to serve as a liaison between 
students and faculty; to plan events fostering fellowship, education, and 
awareness; maintain the “Blue Books” to help students successfully 
complete prelims; and manage the candy cart to ensure all have access to 
nutritious and tasty food. I am especially excited to help organize the Plant 
Sciences Symposium and Boy Scout Plant Science Merit Badge Workshop. I 
hope you’ll consider me as your Vice President for a year that can’t be beet! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Treasurer 
Calli Anibas 

Greetings fellow plant scientists! Currently, I am a 4th year student 
in the DeLeon lab and look forward to the potential opportunity to 
serve all of you. I have experience with being on the PSGSC team and 
feel as though I could bring a steady knowledge base to help keep 
the council moving in the right direction to serve you! I find it 
important that we continue to strive to be the best community of 
young scientists that we can be through the numerous events held 
and supporting equality amongst all of our students. I would strive 
to hold events where all feel welcome and supported while sharing 
research and provide social interaction outside of research to equip 
each of you with the breaks and self care we sometimes forget to 
take when overwhelmed by research. I would work to be a liaison 

between students and our senior counterparts, both within the University  and the outside world 
of industry, to help foster and ignite connections and potential changes we may need as a 
graduate students. I would like to thank you for taking the time to cast your votes as we move 
forward into a new and sure to be exciting year! 

 
Bridget McFarland 

My name is Bridget McFarland and I am interested in serving as 
the PSGSC Treasurer for 2018. I am a PhD student with Dr. 
Natalia de Leon and earned my B.S. in Agronomy from Iowa 
State University in May 2017. During my undergraduate career, 
I held various positions in student organizations that I believe 
will be extremely beneficial as Treasurer. In 2016, I served as 
the Business Relations Chair for Dance Marathon and helped 
secure and manage over $90,000 in monetary and in-kind 
support. This year-long position required me to work closely 
with 20 other Executive Board members, balance weekly 
meetings with my on-campus job and classes and communicate 
extensively with members of the community and university. My 
time as Business Relations Chair required me to maintain 
accurate notes and logs of business transactions, which will be 

essential for keeping track of the candy cart and other PSGSC expenditures. As Treasurer of 
PSGSC, I would like to bring my experiences to obtain more funding for professional and personal 
development events throughout the year and work with other on-campus organizations to 
ensure that graduate students rights and concerns are being advocated for.  

 
 
 



Journal Club Chair 
Keo Corak 

I’m pleased to accept my nomination to PSGSC and will be 
excited to serve as Journal Club chair. I enjoy attending 
journal club each week and appreciate the opportunity to 
read and talk about research outside of my increasingly 
narrow comfort zone. I’ve found that participating in Journal 
Club is a great way to gain confidence and familiarity with 
new research methods and to practice presentation skills in 
a low-stress, friendly space. As Journal Club chair, my goals 
will be multi-fold. First, I want to continue to provide a space 
to discuss a wide range of current and canonical research 
articles. Second, I’d like to encourage diverse participation in 
journal club by setting up a rotating schedule of meeting 

locations and/or themes. Also, the snacks were solid this year so I’d like to keep that going as 
well.  

 
Andrew Maule 

 As a third year Ph.D. candidate in the plant breeding and 
plant genetics program, I am deeply aware of the importance 
of remaining current in the field to facilitate my own research 
and open collaboration opportunities.  The plant sciences are 
ever evolving fields, and because of that I find it important to 
stay up to date and knowledgeable on current scientific 
trends, new ideas and procedures, and novel discoveries. The 
most useful method of keeping up has been through reading 
from a diversity of journals and topics, including mining 
methods and ideas from non-plant based research and 
discussing its direct utility to our field.  I am an active 
participant in the journal club, and as the chair, I would not 
only encourage discussion around the latest science, but also 

help increase student and faculty participation by rotating our sessions through the different 
plant science buildings on campus.  Being aware of the journal-fatigue that some students may 
experience through their weekly lab meetings and seminars, I am open to intermixing different 
but relevant media sources into our discussions.  I am also open to the idea of offering a survey 
to the PSGSC community before the spring and fall semester sessions to direct discussions around 
specific themes. 

 
 
 

 



Agroecology Representative 
Brittany Isidore 

Greetings PSGSC Family! My name is Brittany Isidore and I am 
running for your PSGSC Agroecology Representative. I am 
excited at the opportunity to use my past leadership 
experiences and skills in serving as a Global Living Learning 
Residential Peer Mentor( 3 years) and President of Univ. of 
Florida MANRRS chapter (3 years), an organization which aims 
to see diversity in all agriculture, natural resource, and related 
science fields, to further the mission of fostering 
interdisciplinary fellowship within our many disciplines 
represented in PSGSC. With your support, I will bring my 
enthusiasm, dedication, and passion into the new year to serve 

as your Agroecology Representative! 
 
Agronomy Representative 

Lindsay Chamberlain 
I am a first year Master’s student in Agronomy (working with 
Shawn Conley and Jean-Michel Ane), and I would like to serve 
as the 2018 Agronomy Representative for PSGSC. I graduated 
from Cornell University in the spring of 2017, and moved to 
Madison about three weeks later. As I am sure most of you can 
appreciate, the adjustment to graduate school is not easy, but 
the events put on by PSGSC over the past semester as well as 
over the summer helped me adjust to life in Madison by 
introducing me to new friends, colleagues, and places. I would 
love to be a part of the team that unites students across plant 
science disciplines! As a non-PBPG Agronomy student, I am 

interested in representing the department of Agronomy to help ensure diversity in interests 
amongst the council members, and in turn foster increased interest from plant scientists of all 
areas. 

Lily Hislop 
I'm proud to be nominated for Agronomy Representative. I 
would be a good fit for this position as during my time at the 
University of Illinois I was a Program Advisor to the largest 
residence hall on campus. My duties in the position involved 
arranging and hosting guest speakers and running events for 
the students. I feel these skills would translate well to 
representing the Agronomy Department and organizing events 
to bring together plant science students from the various 
departments. Thank you for the consideration.  



 
Botany Representative 

Kelsey Husiman 
My name is Kelsey Huisman. I am a second-year Ph.D. student co-
advised by Dr. Kenneth Cameron and Dr. Anne Pringle. Since 
pursuing a career in Botany, I have been dedicated to giving back 
through community service (e.g., with the Land Conservancy, the 
Boy Scouts, PlantingScience, etc.), as well as serving in leadership 
roles (e.g., as President TriBeta Biology Honor Society). I believe I 
have the experience, skills, and commitment required for a Plant 
Sciences Graduate School Council position. I would be delighted if 
you would allow me to be your representative for the Department 
of Botany. 

 
 

 
Horticulture Representative 

Katharina Wigg 
I’m Kat (Katharina) Wigg and I would like to be your Horticulture 
Representative for PSGSC in 2018. This is my second year in the Goldman 
lab studying resistance to Rhizoctonia solani in table beets. I enjoy working 
with other people to learn more about plants and move the sciences 
forward. I am dedicated to furthering the goals of PSGSC: to serve as a 
liaison between students and faculty; to plan events fostering fellowship, 
education, and awareness; maintain the “Blue Books” to help students 
successfully complete prelims; and manage the candy cart to ensure all 
have access to nutritious and tasty food. I am especially excited to help 
organize the Plant Sciences Symposium and Boy Scout Plant Science Merit 
Badge Workshop. I hope you’ll consider me as your Horticulture 
Representative for a year that can’t be beet! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Plant Breeding and Plant Genetics Representative 
Kevin Coe 

I’m currently a third year PhD student in the Plant Breeding and 
Plant Genetics program studying the genetics of carotenoid 
accumulation in carrots. During my time as a graduate student 
here at UW-Madison, I have enjoyed interacting with students 
from various different departments and will continue work to 
foster an inclusive and strong plant sciences community at UW-
Madison. Personally, I have found that having a network of peers 
that I can rely on for support and advice has been invaluable for 
my success as a graduate student. My goal is to provide the same 
support and network for other students in the plant sciences at 
UW-Madison. Additionally, as the Plant Breeding and Plant 
Genetics representative, I will work to welcome new students to 
the PBPG program at the beginning of the academic year, and to 
promote and create events that will enhance interactions 

between students in the plant sciences. Thank you! 
 

Zak Keyser 
As a fellow PBPG graduate student and someone who lives to 
serve others, I would greatly appreciate the opportunity to be 
your PBPG representative.  I understand the benefit of a sense 
of community throughout graduate school and will work to 
maintain the positive environment of the plant sciences 
departments, as well as help improve it.  As your PBPG 
representative I will function as a mediator between the faculty 
and students to assure clear communication and the necessary 
opportunities to provide the best graduate experience possible. 
Thank you! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Plant Pathology Representative 
Shannon Piper 

I am a first-year Plant Pathology PhD student who is eager to 
get involved in the greater plant science community. I value the 
PSGSC’s dedication to advocating for graduate students and 
uniting them under a support system that is both professional 
and social. Using my experience from leadership positions in 
previous clubs, organizations, and jobs, I would be a good 
resource in maintaining the events which help accomplish these 
goals of the PSGSC. More importantly, I would be a personable 
representative from Plant Pathology that is comfortable 
communicating between students, faculty, and other scientists 

or professionals to help preserve the community that the PSGSC has developed throughout the 
years. 

 
Christina Zambrana Echevarria 

I am a second year PhD student in Plant Pathology working on 
soybean viruses in Damon Smith’s lab. I have enjoyed 
participating in PSGSC activities ever since I’ve been at UW-
Madison. One thing I’ve appreciated about the organization is 
that it brings together grad students through our shared love: 
science and plants! I am strongly committed to providing a great 
environment and community in which we can all support and 
learn from each other through academic and social activities. 
Furthermore, I enjoy working with other people from different 
backgrounds and perspectives. In previous experiences at my 
former institution (UPR-Mayagüez), I’ve been involved in the 
organization of workshops for undergrad and graduate students 
and created a science newsletter of my student organization, 

where I lead group of fellow members as the editor in chief. As a Plant Pathology representative, 
I strive to continue fostering a strong relationship and participation between our graduate 
students and the community of plant scientists. I would also work to ensure there is a voice for 
the grad students in our department. I look forward to representing my fellow plant path grads 
while facilitating PSGSC events for the benefit of the plant science community 


